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rior discipline of reviewing, as to nave no apprehension
of that. Provided we are once set a-going, by a few
dashing numbers, there would be no fear of enlisting reg-
ular contributors; but the amateurs must bestir themselves
in the first instance* From Government we should be
entitled to expect confidential communication as to points
of fact (so far as fit to be made public), in our political
disquisitions. With this advantage, our good cause and
St. George to boot, we may at least divide the field with
our formidable competitors, who, after all, are much bet-
ter at cutting than parrying, and whom uninterrupted
triumph has as much unfitted for resisting a serious
attack, as it has done Buonaparte for the Spanish war.
Jeffrey is, to be sure, a man of the most uncommon ver-
satility of talent, but what then ?

" General Howe is a gallant commander,
There are others as gallant as he."

Think of all this, and let me hear from you very soon on
the subject. Canning is, I have good reason to know,
very anxious about the plan. I mentioned it to Bobert
Dundas, who was here with his lady for two days on a
pilgrimage to Melrose, and he approved highly of it.
Though no literary man, he is judicious, clair-voyant,
and uncommonly sound-headed, like his father. Lord
Melville. With the exceptions I have mentioned, the
thing continues a secret.

I am truly happy you think well of the Spanish busi-
ness: they have begun in a truly manly and rounded
manner, and barring internal dissension, are, I think,
very likely to make their part good. Buonaparte's army
has come to assume such a very motley description as gives
good hope of its crumbling down on the frost of adversity
setting in. The Germans and Italians have deserted him
in troops, and I greatly doubt his being able to assemble
a very huge force at the foot of the Pyrenees, unless he
trusts that the terror of his name will be sufficient to keep
Germany in subjugation, and Austria in awe. Theof the inte-
